
By Samantha Christian
Family & Friends staff

Every so often we may hear the expression “timing is everything.” 
But timing is everything and then some for a photographer, and in this

case for one particular red-tailed hawk as well. 
A spontaneous occurrence can rarely be anticipated, so the precise moment

a camera's shutter is clicked ultimately determines whether or not an ideal
image is made. In any case, a photojournalist must always be prepared. 

I'll be the first to admit luck does play a part in taking many successful pho-
tographs, and that is how I would describe many of those taken the evening
of March 29 after I had just left work. I just happened to be at the right place
at the right time.

Although the rising gas prices should have caught my eye as I turned to
drive past Watertown's north side Kwik Trip, my attention was instead
focused on a bird of prey that was standing near the sidewalk at the corner
of Carriage Hill Drive and West Main Street.

I thought to myself, that's odd — birds like this are not usually seen on the
ground so close to traffic. Perhaps it just landed there to snag a meal. I'm
sure it will fly away as soon as I drive by. 
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But when the bird did not flinch, my
second thought was, I could get a great a
shot of this rare scene for tomorrow's
newspaper. So I pulled over in the gas
station parking lot and rolled down my
driver's side window to get a better look. 

Putting aside the fact that I was sure to
face the playful criticism of my colleagues
upon my return to work with yet another
shot of a bird, I reached for my camera
bag that occupies the passenger seat and
discretely began taking photos so as to
not scare the bird away.

Having noticed a few people ran right
past the bird and it only moved slightly, I
then began to suspect something was
wrong. The nature lover within me start-
ed to flutter, and I knew I had to some-
how help this bird. 

A few passersby who had been filling
up their tanks saw me taking photos of
the bird and came by my vehicle to ask
what was happening. We discussed what
we should do next, agreeing the bird was
probably an injured hawk. 

One woman suggested I call the
Department of Natural Resources or a
place near Oconomowoc called the
Wildlife in Need Center, and I agreed that
I would but only after slowly approaching
the bird to see if it was just stunned and
could actually fly. 

The hawk did not seem bothered that I
was within a few yards of it, which is
when I snapped some of the shots pic-
tured here. But I knew it was time to set
the camera down and get this hawk
some help. 

After failed attempts to reach the DNR
and WINC since I placed the calls shortly
after 5 p.m. when most businesses are
already closed (and because local veteri-
nary clinics are not certified to handle
wild animals), my only other option at
the moment was to contact the police to
alert them of the situation. 

What a relief it was to see the squad
car show up a few minutes later. 

Watertown police Officer Timothy
Wacker assured me conservation warden
David Walz was on his way to capture
what he identified as a red-tailed hawk
and take it to safe keeping. 

After somewhat of a comical standoff
between the hawk and officers trying to
corner it with a net, the hawk was care-
fully captured and brought back to the
warden's vehicle. 

Wacker used yellow caution tape to

wrap shut a vented box that contained
the hawk so Walz could deliver it to the
residence of Lisa Rowe, director of opera-
tions at WINC. 

But apparently the box was not shut
tight enough, because when Rowe
returned home that night the box was
empty. Hawk on the loose. 

“Wild animals are terrified of being
trapped in anything so they'll make last
ditch heroic efforts to try to get away
from people because they don't under-
stand that we're trying to help them. The
hawk probably just kept jumping and
pushing in the box till he got a corner of
the lid pushed up in spite of the way (the
officers) had tied the box shut,” Rowe
later explained. 

“I got up early (the next day) to look
for it but did not see it,” said Rowe. “I will
keep looking for it. I hope to find him
soon and get him to Wildlife in Need for
care.”

Rowe kept her word as two days later
her husband found the hawk running
alongside their driveway. 

“I am so glad we found him,” Rowe
said. “I hate knowing there is an animal
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David Walz carries the red-tailed
hawk toward his truck.

SSSSAAAAMMMMAAAANNNNTTTTHHHHAAAA CCCCHHHHRRRRIIIISSSSTTTTIIIIAAAANNNN////Family & Friends

(Previous page) A red-tailed
hawk peeks over the hill a few
hundred feet east of the north-
side Kwik Trip in Watertown.
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that needs help out there and not being able to find it.
That's a rehabber's worst nightmare.”

From there the hawk was transported to WINC
where it was examined and treated by Cheryl Diehl, the
animal care director, along with the rest of the staff. 

Although the animal care staff did not find any obvi-
ous injuries on the hawk, Rowe and Diehl noted it was
“dazed, mildly out of it and too thin.” 

“Birds need basically to be in top athletic condition to
fly (and have) a narrow weight span — not too heavy to
fly, but heavily muscled enough to fly,” explained Rowe.
She further noted some possible causes for the weight
loss could be due to a wing injury or lead poisoning
which can inhibit the hawk from being able to hunt or
digest food properly.

The animal care staff allowed the red-tailed hawk a
few days to stabilize with rest, rehydration and feeding
within a darkened small cage called a mew. This can be
equated to forced bed rest, which helps to reduce the
hawk's stress before the WINC staff took X-rays to look
for injury and lead pellets.

“It is very important to minimize stress in wildlife
because wild animals don't always show stress, and
stress can kill animals even in good health, much less
compromised,” said Rowe. 

The results of the X-rays showed neither fractures
nor gunshots, so the staff decided to treat for internal
parasites. To do so they gave the hawk de-worming
medications, a lot of fluids and carbohydrates, and
would draw blood and fecal tests in a few weeks to
check if they had knocked everything out.

Diehl explained that the reason the hawk was barely
able to fly was because “too many parasites can inter-
fere with the absorption of nutrients” causing the hawk
to become very weak. 

At the time of publication, the red-tailed hawk was
“doing very well, gaining weight and getting much
stronger, more alert and spunky,” Diehl said. 

All positive signs that this hawk will recover and be
released where it was found in Watertown as long as
blood work confirms it is no longer infected. 

Thanks to their care and dedication, the Wildlife in
Need Center can add this particular red-tailed hawk to
its list of successfully rehabilitated and released animals. 

In a matter of no time, our feathered friend will be
back in action, scoping out rodents as he swiftly navi-
gates the airspace of Watertown. 

Mission statement
It is the mission of the Wildlife in Need

Center (WINC) to provide wildlife rehabilitation
to native Wisconsin wildlife with the intent to release back into
the wild and provide community education services. 
Donate

WINC is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization and does not receive
federal, state or county funding. Their success depends on your
care and generosity.
Rescue — Rehabilitate — Release 

Through its dedicated staff, members and volunteers, the WINC
provides free medical care, food and shelter for all injured, ill and
orphaned wildlife in southeastern Wisconsin. WINC tries to con-
centrate mostly on Waukesha, Jefferson, Dodge and Washington
counties, because many humane societies and veterinary clinics
do not take wild animals, as is the case in the city of Watertown. 
Educate

WINC provides education programs to seniors, schools, fami-
lies, community and youth groups to help build positive relation-
ships between humans and native Wisconsin wildlife. Through
10,000 phone calls a year, the WINC staff and volunteers educate
the public about the natural history of Wisconsin wildlife, how to
determine if an animal needs help, and most importantly, how to
live peacefully with our wild neighbors. 
Staff

Rehabilitators are licensed by the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources and United States Fish and Wildlife Services
and receive ongoing education about the best medical practices
for all wildlife in need. Volunteers donate hundreds of hours each
month to help care for wildlife.

Cheryl Diehl, animal care director at the Wildlife in Need
Center, pulls aside the curtain covering the mew, or small
cage, the red-tailed hawk is resting in. 
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About the Wildlife in Need Center
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“I am so glad we found him. I hate
knowing there is an animal that
needs help out there and not being
able to find it. That's a rehabber's
worst nightmare.”

           



The Wildlife in Need Center current
facility is a 5-acre farm with the two-story
farmhouse, the hospital building (does not
have an X-ray machine), a converted
garage for office space and an outdoor
caging area. 

The new facility being built at the
University of Wisconsin-Waukesha Field
Station is expected to open in June. The
field station has about 90 acres and is
located on Waterville Road, south of
Highway 18 in Waukesha County between
Dousman and Wales, just a few miles
down the road from the current facility. 

A wing is being built onto an existing
classroom space that UW-Waukesha has.
The new facility will have an indoor hospi-
tal suite where X-rays and surgeries are
anticipated to be performed. 

There will be a fenced outdoor caging
area with assorted caging for pre-release
conditioning of animals, as well as class-
room space to do education on-site for
various organizations. 

The collaboration with UW-Waukesha
will have a strong educational component
and WINC expects to expand its educa-
tion opportunities, research and intern-
ships with it in the coming years.  
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If you see an animal you think
needs help, take a moment to careful-
ly observe the situation and keep the
following in mind.

— Are there any obvious signs of
injury? Is the animal bleeding, shiver-
ing or are there signs of broken or
dislocated limbs?

— Has the animal been attacked by
a cat, dog or other animal?

— If it is a young animal, is there a
nest in the area that is either intact or
has been disturbed? Remember that
even though a young animal is alone,
often a parent is close by or will
return shortly.

If you find an ill, injured or orphaned
animal, please resist the temptation to
feed it. Wild animals require very spe-
cific diets. In a wildlife emergency
please make your first action step a
positive one for the wild animal and
call the Wildlife in Need Center. 

At the request of the DNR, WINC
can no longer take deer or skunk.

Contact information
Phone number: 262-968-5075
Fax: 262-968-3032
Email: contact@helpingwildlife.org
Website: www.helpingwildlife.org
Address: W340 S2383 Hwy. C 

Oconomowoc, WI 53066 

How you can help

Wildlife center
taking flight

This is a depiction of the new
Wildlife in Need Center slated to be

completed in early June. 
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Milwaukee Brewers
manager Ron Roenicke,
right, talks to Mark
Kotsay as they walk on
the field before the
Brewers’ spring
training baseball game
against the San Diego
Padres on Tuesday in
Peoria, Ariz. 
DDeettaaiillss oonn PPaaggee 11

ooff SSppoorrttss..

Wetzel not
stepping down

The latest edition of The
City Connection is reporting
that alderman Bob Wetzel
will no longer serve on the
Watertown Common Coun-
cil, but city Clerk Mike
Hoppenrath said those reports
were made prematurely.

The story in The City
Connection states that
Wetzel has secured new
employment and that the
job’s scheduling does not
allow for his continued par-
ticipation on the council.

But Hoppenrath said he
spoke to Wetzel shortly after
the report was published and
the two have agreed, for now,
that Wetzel will not have to
step down as alderman.

“Originally, I guess he
thought he was going to
have to resign, but the way
his work schedule looks, it
looks like he will probably
miss the April meetings, but
then be back on again,”
Hoppenrath said.

“After that we are just
going to have to play it by
ear,” Hoppenrath added. “If
it looks like it is going to be
a permanent six-month
thing where he is going to
miss all of the meetings,
well, then he will have to do
something.”
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At top, a juvenile red-tailed hawk gained somewhat of an audience outside of Kwik Trip
early Tuesday evening when the otherwise skittish hawk barely flinched as cars and
runners whizzed by on Carriage Hill Drive. Above, Watertown police Officer Timothy
Wacker, left, and conservation Warden David Walz, right, were called to the scene
where they cornered and used a net to rescue the hawk. The officers then transported
the hawk, whose wing seemed to be injured to a point that it was incapable of flying, to
a contact who works with the Wildlife In Need Center.
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Turkey trot
A rafter of turkeys rummaged through deteriorating stalks on a cornfield off of
Highway CW in Ixonia early Tuesday morning. Above, three tom turkeys separate
from the group of hens and ruffle their feathers.

Red-tailed 
hawk rescued

MADISON (AP) — Wisconsin Gov. Scott
Walker and his fellow Republicans face a new hur-
dle in their campaign to curb public sector unions’
power.

So far Republicans have managed win after win
— overcoming massive protests and outmaneuver-
ing Democrats to push their plan through the
Legislature, then finding a way to at least tem-
porarily get around a court order that would have
kept the explosive union bargaining law from tak-
ing effect.

Now they face another court order blocking the
law, which would strip most public employees of
nearly all their collective bargaining rights. And
this time the judge has said there will be conse-
quences for violators.

Still, the matter is far from settled. Republicans
haven’t said what their next move will be, but it’s
likely the law’s legitimacy will be decided by the
state Supreme Court.

Dane County Circuit Judge Maryann Sumi
chastised state officials Tuesday for ignoring her
earlier order to halt the law’s publication.   

“Apparently that language was either misunder-
stood or ignored, but what I said was the further
implementation of (the law) was enjoined,“ Sumi
said during a hearing. ”That is what I now want to
make crystal clear.“

Republican lawmakers pushed the law through
the Legislature earlier this month despite massive
protests that drew up to 85,000 people to the state
Capitol. After diffusing a Democratic filibuster in
the Assembly, Republicans used a parliamentary
procedure in the Senate to circumvent a
Democratic boycott meant to prevent a vote.

Walker signed the bill on March 11, triggering a
number of lawsuits from opponents. Sumi issued a
temporary restraining order blocking Secretary of
State Doug La Follette from publishing the bill —
typically the last step before a law takes effect. 

Republicans got around that by having the
Legislative Reference Bureau, another state
agency, publish the bill on Friday. They declared
victory, saying the law went into effect on
Saturday. 

Sumi’s order on Tuesday told state officials to
stand down from any further action to put the law
into effect. This time, she warned that anyone who

By Steve Sharp
of the Daily Times staff

JOHNSON CREEK — A second ethics complaint
against Johnson Creek Village Board President Vicki
Zick may be pending in Dodge County if the matter is
ultimately pursued by its complainant Greg Schopp.

Zick is Johnson Creek Village Board president and
Schopp is a new candidate for village board who visit-
ed the Daily Times this morning to provide the news-
paper with a copy of his second ethics complaint
against Zick.

A check with the Jefferson County District
Attorney’s Office, which would normally receive such
a complaint, revealed Schopp tried to file the com-
plaint there this morning, but was redirected to the
Dodge County District Attorney’s Office as a result of
concerns over potential conflict of interest in the mat-
ter at the Jefferson office. It was learned in a subse-
quent check with Dodge County that Schopp had not
delivered the complaint to that office as of 11 a.m.

JOHNSON CREEK — Residents of the Johnson
Creek School District will have a chance Tuesday to cast
their votes relating to a comprehensive 4K through
grade 12 solution for school facilities needs that will be
designed to meet the needs of all students today and in
the foreseeable future, school district officials say.

According to district leaders, the new proposal, devel-
oped as a long-term solution, involves constructing a
new school on district-owned land on County Highway
B, just west of the village.

All grade levels and the district office would be relo-
cated, and the existing buildings, along with portable
classrooms, would be demolished.

The existing site would eventually be sold, with pro-
ceeds used to reduce the cost to taxpayers. The new
school would be designed to accommodate a growing
student population, with distinct classroom areas and
separate entrances for grades 4K-five and six-12. All
athletic fields and play areas would also be relocated to
the new site and are included in the base project.

The proposed project cost is $29,325,000, which
translates to an estimated annual tax increase of $3.88
per thousand of fair market property value. For a prop-
erty valued at $200,000, the cost would be approximate-
ly $65 a month.

Johnson Creek School District Superintendent
Michael Garvey said this week that, although efforts to
resolve problems have been undertaken for more than 10
years, serious needs exist. He said district facilities chal-
lenges and concerns are increasing every year.

“The junior/senior high school is still aging, outdated,
inaccessible, and highly energy inefficient,” Garvey
said. “It fails to provide a distinct, secure main entrance.

Education has changed so significantly from when the
school was originally built in 1956, that the space and
infrastructure provided is inadequate today. Our science
labs were last renovated in the early 1970s, more than 35
years ago.”

According to information provided by the district, the
village’s 2010 census data indicated the district’s total
population has increased by 73 percent, or 1,157 resi-
dents, in the past decade alone. He said this increase is
being felt particularly at the elementary school and two
more portable classrooms have been necessary.

“We now have a total of six “temporary” classrooms
in use between the two schools, including two at the
high school which were installed in 1978,” he said. “The
existing campus site on the corner of Highway 26 and
Highway B is also extremely congested, with limited
flexibility for future growth. Enrollment projections
indicate more students will join our school district in the
next 10 years, further increasing our space crunch and
site issues.”

In 2010, the district provided the public with a phased
approach to resolving needs. This focused on the jun-
ior/senior high school, requiring returning to voters in
the future to address remaining elementary school
needs. After this referendum was defeated, the school
board returned to the community for input and direction.

“Numerous residents expressed a desire for a propos-
al that addresses all needs throughout the district at the
same time,” Garvey said. “In response, after months of
research and review, the school board unanimously
agreed to present voters with a different plan, one that
offers a comprehensive 4K-12 solution designed to meet

By Steve Sharp
of the Daily Times staff

JEFFERSON — The U.S. Department of Labor’s
Occupational Safety and Health Administration has
issued Jefferson’s Tyson Foods 10 safety citations for
failing to comply with general industry occupational
safety regulations. The company faces penalties total-
ing $45,000 as a result of an OSHA inspection con-
ducted in October of 2010.

“Employers are responsible for knowing what haz-
ards exist in their workplaces and ensuring that work-
ers are not exposed to risks that could result in injury
or death,” said Kimberly Stille, OSHA’s area director
in Madison.

Tyson was issued nine serious citations after inspec-
tors noted a lack of fall protection; deficiencies in
Tyson’s process safety management program, respira-
tory protection program and control of hazardous
energy lockout/tagout program; and a lack of proper
maintenance of powered industrial trucks. A serious
violation occurs when there is substantial probability
that death or serious physical harm could result from a

Clergy abuse
meeting set
MILWAUKEE (AP) —

A Milwaukee university is
hosting an international
conference about the clergy
sex abuse scandal.

The event will feature
victims’ stories, panelists
from Australia, Ireland and
across the United States
and it will look at the
impact on other clergy.

Representatives from the
Boston Archdiocese, where
the scandal broke nearly a
decade ago, will also make
a presentation.

The conference will be
held at the Marquette
University Law School on
Monday and Tuesday.
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